IOBC Global Newsltr Issue 113; August 2023

International Organisation for Biological Control (IOBC)

Organisation Internationale de Lutte Biologique (OILB)

IOBC is affiliated with the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) as the
Section of Biological Control of the International Union of Biological Sciences (IUBS)

Editor: Joop C. van Lenterdamail: secretarygeneral@iobelobal.org

Contents
Message from the President 2
Candidates for Executive Committee 2€20P8 3
IOBC needs your help 3
Upcoming eventhird International Congress of Biological Control (ICBC3),
24-27 June 20245an José, Costa Rica 3
UpcominglOBGGlobal Working Group activities 5
Summary of IOBC Global Working Group meeting8 202 6
- Weed bological controk May 2023¢ Argentna 6
- Early career biological control scientiststh an IOBC Globgrant 8
- IPM ofOstriniaand other maize pests 12
- Early career biological control scientiststh an IOBC Globgrant 15
BioControl, Official Journal of IOBfessage from the Editan-Chief 17
Call for Biocontrol Training Initiatives 18
New books and papers related to biological control 18
Regionabections of IOBC Global 20
Working/Study Groups dOBC Global 21
IOBC Gloal Executive Committee 24
Join IOBC 25

ncil
024

ThelnternationalCongres®f BiologicalControl3 (ICBCBwhichwill be
organizedby IOBQGlobaland CABIwill take place fron24to 28 June
2024in SanJose CostaRica



https://mc.us17.list-manage.com/pages/track/click?u=0b3427757a00a3440769a822c&id=382162a152

IOBC Global Newsltr Issue 113; August 2023

Message from the President

As the field season in the Northern Hemisphere starts to wind
down we in the Southern Hemisphere are starting to dust off
the field equipment and plan long days in exotic locations,
but what a strange few months it has been with snow in
Johannesburg, Southfrica for the first time in decades and
unprecedented heat across Europe and North Amerithas
been a busy few months in the world of biological control

with Argentina hosting a very successful working group
meeting on the biological control of wesdn Puerto Iguazu

in May this year. This was a very well organized and attended
meeting where the science was excellent and the debate
robust. We hope that hosting this meeting in South America
will promote the use to biological control for invasivesali
weeds there.

In July | attended the 19th Regular Session of the
Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture in Rome along with three
colleagues from CABCABI and IOBC Glohaisted a side event on Monday and although
the attendance was not great, we got some excellent messages across. The predictable, yet
distressingaspect were the questions around safety of biological control. So, despite all we
have done over the yeats show that biological control is a safe and effective means of
pest mitigation, the safety concerns are still pervasive. In my statement to the meeting |
emphasised the long history of biological control globally and stressed that our discipline can
only continue if countries conserve their genetic resources and allow access to them. We
received support from the meeting and were congratulated on our proactive approach to
Access and Benefit Sharing in the context of biological contr@refore, | want to thank
the previous executive committees of IOBC Global for their foresight in establtsleing
Commission on Biological Control and Access and Benefit Sharing convened by Peter Mason
that resulted in the special issue of our journal BioControl (v@B®Bwhich was referred to
in the meeting. Once again this emphasises the important of dissemination of knowledge in
internationally recognized peaeviewed outlets and | would like to thamleter for his
excellent leadershipn this commission

| wouldlike to alert members to the Third International Congress of Biological Control
(ICBC3) in San José, Costa Rica, from Monday 24th June to Thursday 27th of June 2024
hosted by IOBC Global and CABI. This is the IOBC flagship conference and it is th@tjue in
it brings together all aspects of biological control. The executive committee of the IOBC will
be hosting its Council Meeting and General Assembly at this conference and not at the
International Congress of Entomology as it has done in the pasthendew executive
committee for the period 2022028 will be announced at this meeting.

There are a number of Working Group meetings scheduled for the next six months,
and | wish the conveners of this meetings fortitude with the organization. Pleasedry
support these meetings and engage in healthy and robust debates about our discipline.
| would like to thank Joop van Lenteren for pulling together a full newsletter. Further, Joop
has been working extremely hard behind the scenes ensuring that otut&taare up to
date and reflect the organization that we are so that we may be listed as-Bonprofit
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organization in our host country, Switzerland. This has been a long process and many of us
would have given up along the way. But not Joop anddsepushed through the quagmire

of legal terminology to make sure that we accrue some tax benefits for the organization.
Thank you Joop.

Martin Hill, President IOBGlobal

Candidates for Executive Committee 202028

During the spring of 202dhembers of the Regional section can elect a new Executive
Committee Results of the vote will be presented at the General Assembly in June 2024 in
Costa RicaCandidates will be introduced in the December 2023 newslettee. current
Executive Committee ibappy to have received names of excellent candidates for all
positions, representing almost all Regional Sections and the different types of biological
control. Howevereach member of IOBC canopose candidates for the Executive
Committee. Candidates ehld be active IOB@embers, provide a short CV (max 250 words
which should mention their activities in IOBC sq,farphotograpranda motivation(max

250 words) why they would like to be member of the Executive Commeitelewhat ideas
they have for theperiod 20242028.The letter with the name, CV and motivation of the
candidate shouldnclude the name and signature of 10 IOBC members supporting the
nomination of the candidate. Please send nominations to the Secretary GenetaBGf |
Global (secretarygeneral@iobeglobal.org before01 December 2023.

IOBC needs your help

Worldwide education in biological control
IOBC Global often receives questions about education and training possibilities for biological
control. With the help of our Regional Sections and Working Groups, we are frequently able
to help finding answers, but it is not always an easy and quick puveetiherefore, we ask
you to provide information about education and training opportunitie¥Ve will summarize
this information and publish it on the Global website. Please present the informgttion
secretarygeneral@iobeglobal.orgas follows:
1 Name of ourse / training:
Institute / organization providing this course:
Course periodnd length of course in days
Costs of course:

1
1
1
1 Entrancerequirements:



IOBC Global Newsltr Issue 113; August 2023

Third International Congress of Biological Control
(ICBC3), 227 June 2024,
in San José, Costa Rica.

During this congress, I0BGlobal will also organize a General
Assembly with a lot of news and present the results of the election
of the new Executive Committee
IOBC OILB

www.|OBCICBC.com

Cdb) CAB' email: info@IOBACBC.com

We are preparingfor the Third International Congres®f BiologicalControl (ICBC3jn San
José CostaRica,from Monday 24th Juneto Thursday27™" of June2024.We are soliciting
ideasfor scientificsessiorsubjectsand paneldiscussiortopicsandvolunteersto organize
sessionand panelsandto recruit speakers/panellistdCBC3vill providethe ideal platform
for multi andinter-disciplinarybiologicalcontrol researchand application.Therefore this
congresssuniquein servingasa meetingpoint for scientistsand practitionersfrom
universitiesyesearchinstitutes,governmentalnon-governmentaland private-sector
organizationsvho are workingon a wide breadth of biologicalcontrol targetsincluding
insectpests,plantandanimaldiseasesyweedsandinvasivevertebrateswhetherthey use
importation, augmentationor conservationrasapproachesandwhetherthey are interested
in basicsciencerelatedto biologicalcontrol or in improvingits application.

Sessiorsubjectsand paneldiscussioriopicsshouldbe conceptual andthe speak-
ers/panellistsshouldstimulateideasby presentingnew information. Thescientificoutputs
from postgraduatestudentsand postdocsare particularlywelcome!Sessiorsubjectsand
paneldiscussionopicsshouldincludethe variousapproachego biologicalcontrol, e.g.con-
servation,augmentation,andimportation. Thesubjectscanalsoencompasariouscross
cuttingissuespre-releasestudies,post-releaseevaluation,sociceconomicstudies,the Na-
goyaProtocolandbiologicalcontrol, the role of geneeditingin biologicalcontrol, commu-
nity engagmentprior release Jongterm impact/ costsavingsof biocontrol,regulatoryis-
sueshinderingmarketaccessibilityuptake of biologicalcontrol, the role of digitaltoolsto
promote the uptakeof knowledge We will favour sessiorsubjectand paneldiscussiontop-
icssubmissionghat are designedo enhanceinter-disciplinarycollaboration!ln addition,we
are aimingfor genderbalancedscientificsessiongnd panels.

Eachscientificsessioror panelis 105min long. We are planningto allow 5 speakers
in eachscientificsessiongachwith 12 minutesfor presentingand 7 minutesfor discussion
(in casethere ishighinterestin a specificsessiortopic up to 10 speakercanbe allowed).
Panelsshouldbe comprisedof 3-5 panellistsplusa chairand/or moderaor and one keynote
speakemwho setsthe scenefor the topicto be discussedthe chair/moderatorcannotbe the
keynotespeaker) Panelanustallow at least25 minutesfor Q&Afrom the audience.
Todaywe hopethat youwill contribute by suggesting sciertific sessiorsubjectand/or
paneldiscussionopic and activelyparticipatingasa volunteerto organizesucha ses-
sion/panel.Pleasesubmit your scientificsessionsubject/ paneldiscussiortopic online
to https://www.iobc -icbc.com/index.php?cat=call_sessiojfellowingthe information
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requirements by 18th of September2023sothat the proposaldor scientificsessionspan-
elsandorganizerscanbe sharedwith the membersof the ScientificSteeringCommitteeand
the bestonesselected.

Pleasdorward this messageo colleaguepotentiallyinterestedin the meeting.
We are lookingforward to arranginga stimulating ICBC3vith your strongsupportandactive
participation!

With bestwishes,
Ulli Kuhimann(CABI)Matrtin Hill & GeorgeHeimpel(IOBGGlobal)

ThirdInternational Congres®f BiologicalControl (ICBC3)
June24¢ 27,2024

SanJoséCostaRica

www.|OBGICBC.com

email: info@IOBACBC.com

1. Benefits and Risks Associated with Exotic Biological Control
Agents next meeting in Portugal (214 Septembep023).

Thiswill be a combined meting of the WPRS working group
(organizer) in cooperation with the Global working grokpr more
information, seehttps://brebca2023.web.ua.pt/

This meeing is targeted at scientists and professionals working with Benefits and Risks of
Exotic Biological Control Agents, and addresses the following areas:

¢ Benefits and risks of exotic biological control agents in forest production systems

¢ Benefits and riss of biological control of invasive exotic plants

¢ Interactions between exotic biological control agents and native species

¢ Benefits and risks of exotic biological control agents of emerging pests and pathogens
¢ Novel tools to access thHeenefits and risks of exotic biological control agents.

¢ Synergies between organizations and networks dealing with exotic Biological control
agents

2. Study Group Crop Protection and PollinatigfoBG; CROPROPO)
will likely have its next meeting in cumction with the Xl
International Pollination Symposium in Cape Town, South Africa in
September/October 2023
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Other biocontrol related events

Please see the complete lists of upcoming events related to biocontrol activities at the
website of IOBC Globalvww.|IOBCGGlobal.org and of IOBE&VPRShttps://www.iobc -
wprs.org/events/index.html#20210908

ICE2024

Japan wl hostthe XXVII International Congress of
Entomology
from August 25 30 in2024,in Kyoto, Japan

For more information on the congress:

ICE 2024 https://ice2024kyoto.jp
KYOTO

New Discoveries through Consilience

Summary of IOBC Global Working Group meeting220
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2. I0BC Global Cactus working grodpgentina in 2023 (€ 12
May). seehttps://isbcw-iguazu.com/
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The meeting opened with a bioherbicides workshop. The general conclusion of which was
that in spite of their potential, they have rarely been adopted. Bioherbicides need to be
revisited, but taking int@ccount two main conditions: projects need to be adequately
funded, and target weeds need to be selected carefully.

There were 11 keynote speakers, covering each of the sessions representing Brazil,
China, Argentina, USA, Switzerland, South Afdo#ed Kingdom, Portugal, Australia, New
Zealand. The sessions of the symposium covered the entire value chain of weed biological
control from target weed selection, molecular characterization of target weeds and potential
agents; climate matching to ensaithe best chance of success; new developments in host
rage testing (more emphasis on field host range testing and chemical ecology over
guarantine testing)postrelease evaluation including the need for more recovery studies;
massrearing and implementabn; cost benefit studies; the role of community in weed
biological control; how new technologies can be applied to weed biological control; and how
weed biological control is regulated under the Nagoya Protocol. One of the important take
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home messages thaame through in a number of papers was that weed biocontrol
scientists need to learn to communicate far better to a wider audience.

There was considerable discussion on how to promote the use of weed biocontrol
technology on Europe and South Amerithere has been some significant progress in this
field and the fist classical biological control agent introduction to quarantine in Brazil in
imminent. One of the challenges discussed at the meeting was the need to significantly
increase capacity of weedddogical control, especially in South America.

Sessions and the number of papers
1-Target and Agent Selection (12)
2-Climate Change (4)
3-Taxonomy and Biological Control (6)
4-Prospects for weed biological control in South America (6)
5-Ecology and Evdion (6)
6-Implementation of Access and Benefit Sharing Measures (4)
7-Articulating consensus between Science and Alien Weed Management (5)
8-Integrating Biological Control, Restoration and Management (10)
9-The Future in Biological Control (5)
10-Communiy Engagement and Education (5)
11-Improving Biological Control Studies (12)

There were a number of papers dealing with biocontrol of grasses. For many years avoided
because of perceived risks, but many results, especially with pathogens and sawflies, are
very promisingThere were also several papers that showed the value new technologies in
the discipline, including remote sensing to quantify the extent of weed infestations and how
these change over time after the introduction of a particular agent.

IOBC Awards
8 NonResident Students
2 Resident Students
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Travel Grants:

-Ministry of Science Argentina: Accommodation and travel expenses for 22 Researchers and
PhD students.

The meeting we very well organized and enjoyable. One of the highlightheasid-

symposium tour to Iguaza National Park. The meeting voted to hold the next ISBCW in New
Zealand in March 2026 organized by Manaaki Whenuandcare Researciihe symposium
attracted 156 participants fromh9 countries, representing 64 institutionghere were 75

first time ISBCW attendees at this meeting, and 70 were female and 86 male.

XVI ISBCW Attendees - ARGENTINA
40
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Reactions from early career biological control scientists who received an IOBC Global grant
to be able to participate in

Nompumelelo Catherine BasoPhDstudent at Centre for Biological Control, Rhodes
UnlverS|ty, Grahamstown, South Africa
i | am writing to share my experience attending the XVI
International Symposium on Biological Control of Weeds 2023,
in Puerto Iguazu, Argentina. As a PhD candidate in the field of
biological control, | am deeply grateful for being selected as a
recipient ofthe IOBGGlobal Early Career Award, which enabled
~ me to participate in this prestigious event.
~ The symposium was a remarkable gathering of international
= experts, providing a platform for knowledge exchange and
“ collaboration. The diverse range of speakfeosn around the
world enriched my understanding of the current advancements
and challenges in the field of biological control. The sessions
were thoughtprovoking and covered various aspects of weed
‘ 7 management, including both theoretical and applied rasbal

was mostly mterested in the Climate Change Session and how this would change biological
control practises in future.

| had fruitful discussions with fellow attendees, exchanged ideas, and received
valuable feedback on my ongoing research projecthee biological control of Lagarosiphon
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major in New Zealand. The insights gained from these interactions will undoubtedly enhance
the quality and impact of my work. Furthermore, attending the symposium expanded my
professional network, connecting me willke-minded individuals who share my passion for
biological control. These connections will foster future collaborations and knowledge
sharing, helping me to broaden the scope and reach of my research endeavours.

| am honoured to have been given this oppmity, and | am committed to utilizing the
knowledge and connections gained during the symposium to contribute to the advancement
of biological control practices in my region. | look forward to continuing my engagement

with the IOBC community and contuting to the field of biological control.

Sabrina Bertucci PhD student, Centro de Ecologia Aplicada del Lite@ONICEUNNE,
Corrientes, Corrientes Capital, Argentina
| am Sabrina Bertucci, and I'm doing my PhD on the topic of
biological control oaquatic weeds in urban lagoon$his was the
first congress | attended and it has been a totally enlightening and
motivating experience for me. It allowed me to meet other
students and professionals in the discipline, we were able to
exchange knowledge drcontacts and to project ideas and future
collaborationsAll this encouraged me to continue training and
updating myself in this aredhe symposium was also a practical
way to test my English language skills through conversation and
presentation of my wrk.

| am very grateful and happy to have had such an
opportunity.

Kim Canavan Postdoctoral researcher, Centre for Biological Control, Department of
Zoology and Entomology, Rhodes University, Makhanda, South Africa.
Attending my first ISBCW conference in Iguazu, Argentina has
been a career highlight for me. | have been working in the
biological control field since my undergraduate degree and over
the years | have had great collaborations with many international
reseachers. However, up until this point | have not had the
opportunity to meet these collaborators in person. The
conference allowed me to expand these relationships beyond the
research to a personal level.

The ISBCW conference provides a platform for re$esaec
to present on all aspects of biocontrol programmes from native
range surveys to future technologies. Coming from South Africa it
was an opportunity to understand how projects are carried out in
other regions and build off of this information.

| preserted on a project that involved prioritising
biocontrol plant targets in South Africa. After my talk | was approached by a number of
delegates that wanted to learn more or had constructive feedback. This reflects the nature
of this conference in being a spafor both experienced and early career researchers to
learn and share how research can be improved, expanded or linked to other projects.
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Another area that was encouraging to see was the research highlighting the growing
prospects for biocontrol in aresawith a lack of precedence, for example in Portugal,
Argentina and Brazil. The dedicated researchers in these areas have made great strides in
gaining support for this management approach. | hope that the conference being hosted in
one of these areas witlelp continue this momentum and bring further attention to the
need to extend this work into these new regions.
A huge thank you to the organising committee for orchestrating such a valuable event and in
an incredibly beautiful part of the world. | loé&rward to the next ISBCW in New Zealand.

Paula GervanzoniPhD student, Centro de Ecologia Aplicada del Lite@ONICEUNNE,
Corrientes, Corrientes Capital, Argentina

- ‘ I am a PhD candidate from the Center of Applied Ecology of the
Litoralin Argentinaand my research is focused in studying the
| invasion of the alien plant Iris pseudacorus and the feasibility of
. applying biological control.

For me, attending the XVI Internatial Symposium on
Biological Control of Weeds was a very enriching and positive
experience. The symposium brought together scientists,
researchers, and experts from around the world who offered a
diverse range of presentations and workshops. It gave me the
opportunity to share the results of my research and learn from renowned speakers who
provided deep insights into the latest advancements and future directions of biological
control of many different aquatic weeds.

Attending this symposium was truly a tisformative experience that allowed me not
only to incorporate new knowledge on this subject, but also to share and discuss ideas with
other researchers, and design future collaborations.

| am very grateful for having had the great opportunity to be pathas event.

Lauréline Humair PhD student, Technical Research Assistant, CABI Switzerland, Rue des
Grlllons 1 CH2800 Delémont, Switzerland

ISBCW23 was a great opportunity for me as a young scientist in
the field of biological control of weeds. li@aved me to meet

many people, to network and exchange a lot on different
projects, receiving some advice and tips. It was great to present
a poster and have other thoughts on the subject. | was also able
to present some preliminary results of my PhD at dugiatic

weed workshop on Sunday afternoon. | am at the very beginning
of my PhD thesis, meeting all these people and interacting with
them has opened many opportunities for international
collaboratlon which | am looking forward. Moreover, working at GGvidtzerland for three
years now, it was very valuable to finally put faces on names. | was already collaborating
with people | knew only by emails or zoom and it was great to finally meet them in person.
Finally, being swiss and based in Switzerland whafertunately the biological control of
weeds is widely unknown, it was very important to see what other countries do and how
citizen science and education is essential to have projects developing. It inspired me a lot
and having actually the opportunitg teach in schools, | hope to bring some awareness on
the topic there.
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Phillippa Claire Muskett PhD student in the Department of Zoology and Entomology,
Centre for Biological Control, Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa

= | have been involved in the Biological Control of Weeds in South
| Africa since 2014. This year was the first time that | was granted the
opportunity to attend ISBCW and it exceeded my expectations.
Attending the conference would not have been possible withtbe

opportunity. The FUEDEI team did an incredible job organizing the
event. It was welbrganized and carefully thought out which made it
easy to meet and make important connections for dodleation in

the future. | enjoyed that there was a twiwour period set aside to
view posters and interact with the authors. These poster sessions
were a great way to encourage interaction. The plenary talks were
fascinating and relevant. It was an inspyyiweek filled with eye
opening talks. The connections | made with other weed biological
control scientists from different institutions across the globe were
definitely the most valuable aspect of the conference. It is great to
put faces to names and knowhw is working on what and how we
Oy KSfL)I AYLINR@ZS SIOK 20KSNRa LINRa2SOGa FyR
for allowing me this incredible opportunity.

Antonella Petruzzella PhD student in the Department of Zoology and Entomology, Centr
for Biological Control, Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa

| have been working with biological control of weeds since | moved
to South Africa for a postdoc at the Centre for Biological Control
(CBC) in 2019. The XVI International SymposiuBianogical

Control of Weeds 2023 in Iguazu, Argentina was my first
conference in the topic and | think it could not have been better.
Thanks to the International Organisation for Biological Control
(IOBCY, Global Early Career Award it was possible forameé many

of my early career colleagues to attend this meeting. Those type of
Feiooch initiatives ensures that we all have a more inclusive and diverse

GF WEEDS group of people attending these so important meetings. It is during
these meetings that new collaborations arerfeed as well as long
lasting friendships. It is during these meetings that more
experienced scientists get to know you and your work, and you also
learn what others are doing in your field. It is during these meetings
that we can improve our communicatiakills, discuss new ideas and future projects.
Scientific meetings are one of the best ways of inspiring a new generation of biological
control researchers, managers and practitioners, in my opinion. | met and connected with so
many new researchers and astished solid collaborations planning on writing one grant to
apply for European funding with Centro de Ecologia Aplicada del Litoral in Argentina, and a
possibility of developing another collaborative project with CABI Switzerland. All talks and
poster gesentations were fascinating and | gave a talk myself, for which | received amazing
feedback. Well done IOBC for supporting many of us, early career researchers. This
experience was truly worth it and inspiring.

11
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Megan Reid PhD Student, Centre foBiological Control, Department of Zoology and Entomology,
Rhodes University, Makhanda, South Africa. Currently Pdsttoral researcher at University of
Florida, Ft. Lauderdale, U.S.A.

o7 e i The International Symposium on Biological Control of Weeds held
in Argentina this year was the first international conference that |
attended as an entry biological control researcher. | am
overwhelmingly grateful for the opportunity to attend the
conference, and to receive the grant from IOBC to allow me to
attend. | honedly feel so inspired after seeing all of the research
that was presented, and enthralled to meet so many fantastic
scientists after reading their papers for so many years. The
collaboration between nations, the fantastic organisation, and
especially the weloming, encouraging, and friendly nature of the
hosts and attendees makes me feel so very glad that | made the choice to build my career in
biological control. On a more personal note, since reaching the end of my PhD | have
struggled with low self esteemnd what some may call "imposter syndrome”, but after
attending this conference | feel energised and excited to produce valuable research and to
maintain the standard set by the rest of the biocontrol community. The research presented
and the discussionsared with other scientists has helped me to think about my current
projects in new ways, and has motivated me to work diligently to pursue further research
goals. | could certainly write more to express my appreciation of this opportunity, but in
short, lhonestly feel that it was an incredibly enriching experience, and with all my heart, |
thank you!

Sara SalgadePhD student, IRREC, University of Florida, USA
| would like to express my sincere appreciation for the
opportunity to present at the ISBCW 2023. Attending the event
for the first time was a truly enjoyable experience. The diverse
range of participants from around the world with different
backgrounds mae it a valuable and enriching meeting.
As a researcher focused on biological control of weeds, being
part of this meeting was of great importance to me and meeting
the minds behind the papers | have read was a privilege. As
someone from Ecuador, | wasrgiaularly excited to connect
with fellow scientists from South America and learn from the great research being
conducted there.

| am grateful to the organizers for their excellent work in putting together such a
wonderful event. The choice of venueAngentina and the breathtaking view of the Iguazu
falls added to the overall experience. My experience at ISBCW 2023 has been exceptional. |
am grateful to have received one of the early career researcher awards and extend my
gratitude to all the organizerfor their efforts in managing such a medountry event.

Clarke van SteenderenPhD student in the Department of Zoology and Entomology,

Centre for Biological Control, Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa

This was my first iperson internatimal conference, and also the first time that | have
travelled outside South Africa. It was certainly one of the most fantastic experiences of my
life, and | will always cherish these memories. The conference was an excellent networking
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opportunity, and itwas great to chat to leading biocontrol
researchers over some mate tea, and to meet the authors
that | have cited in my work.

Making new connections and exchanging ideas has been
invaluable to me, and has greatly enriched my future career
prospects and collaborative opportunities. | am very
appreciative of the oral presentation slot | was allocated, as
this allowed me to showcasay work, and opened further
discussions with other researchers interested in
phylogenetics. The poster sessions were also an excellent
way to meet people, and | thoroughly enjoyed learning
about the vast array of projects running across the world.
The or@nisers of the conference did an excellent job, and |
wish to thank them again for everything they did to make it
the success it was. The visit to the Iguazi National Park was
nothing short of spectacular. The grandeur of the falls, and
the beauty of the érest touched my soul. The young
NBEaSIkNOKSNRa ¢l NR YIRS Ad Ll2aa
of this, and for that | will always be grateful. | cannot thank
you enough!

3. International Working Group ot®striniaand other maize pests

(IWGO):the 28" IOBGGlobal International Working Group of Ostrinia

and other maize pests (IWGO) Conference will take place in Nairobi,

Kenya, from Tuesday@o Thursday % of May 2023

2 2NI RQa fSIFRAY3I SELISNIA 2y YIFAT S O

research to kelp safeguard food security

a2NB8 GKIy Tn 2F GKS 62NIRQa tSIFRAy3 SELISNI A

research to help safeguard food security as part of the 28th International Working Group on

Ostrinia and other maize pests (IWGO) Caosrfiee, which was held in Nairobi, Kenya from

2nd to 4th of May 2023. Scientists from Canada, USA, China, and various countries in Europe

and Africa, gathered to present their research and recommendations on how to tackle maize

insect pests including the fadrmyworm and the western corn rootworm. The International

Organization of Biological Control (IOBR®@)e parent organization of IWGQco-hosted the

conference together with the Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS) in Nairobi,

Kenya. TheyweBS & dzLJLI2 NI SR o6& /! . LQ&a NBIA2YyLtE OSydNE
The conference was convened by Dr Ulrich Kuhlmann, Executive Director, Global

Operations at CABI, and-convened by Dr Tom Sappington, of the United States

Department of Agriculture, Agricultural ReseaB®#rvice (USBDARS), and Professor Wang

Zhenying of the Institute of Plant Protection, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences

(CAAS). In attendance at the opening ceremony, Professor Theophilus M. Mutui, Managing

5ANBOGI2NE Y9t | L{ Zasa@éntfidXonstraimng fachosyafd hixebtyiedtS K

YSSRSR F2NJ Yyl 3SYSyild 2F GKS LSadta 2F AyidaSNB

wealth of knowledge, experiences, expertise and technology | see in the representation in

this conference and the lindzLJ 2 F G KS LINRPINI YYS A& gKIG ¢S y
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The programme was organised into seven Scientific Sessions covering a range of topics
including the role of lepidopteran pests in contaminating corn ears with mycotoxins;
advancesrni biological control, hogplant resistance, and IPM for management of fall
armyworm; genomics for understanding and controlling maize pests; and the challenges and
opportunities involved in managing invasive pests of maize. Each of the 53 speakers gave a
10-minute talk, with an additional 10 minutes to answer questions and engage in discussion,
which was typically quite lively and productive. In addition, 13 posters were displayed
throughout the week with a special time set aside for discussion with thegmters.

Meanwhile, a number of young scientists attended the conference and presented
their research topics, and five of them received the IOBC Global Travel Award: (1) Helena
Viric Gasparic, University of Zagreb, Croatia; (2) Sri Ita Tarigan, UnigeGayollo,

Hungary; (3) Emmanuel Peter, International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology, Kenya;
(4) Emily Bick, University of Wiscondiadison, USA; and (5) Ahmed G. Hussain,
Wageningen University and Research, The Netherlands

At the close othe Conference, it was announced that letige Coconvenors Prof
Zhenying Wang (17 years) and Dr Tom Sappington (12 years) will be retiring soon, and will
therefore step away from their roles in IWGO. Dr Feng Zhang of CABI in Beijing, China, and
Dr Domin¢ Reisig of North Carolina State University, USA, have graciously agreed to take on
the CoeConvenorships. They have both been active members of IWGO, and are looking
forward to serving the IWGO community of scientists in this capacity.

Coconvenors Prof Zhenying Wang
%= and Dr Tom Sappington with
Convenor Dr Ulli Kuhlmann

Photo: KCS Convention Service
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Reactions from early career biological control scientists who received an IOBC Global grant
to be able to participae in the 28th International Working Group on Ostrinia and other
maize pests (IWGO)

Helena Viric Gasparic, Ph.D., University of Zagreb Faculty of Agriculture, Croatia

Attending the 28th International Working Group of Ostrinia and other maize pests (IWGO)
Conferene in Nairobi, Kenya, from May 2nd to May 4th, 2023 was a remarkable experience
that exceeded all expectations. The conference brought together a diverse group of experts,
researchers, and professionals dedicated to tackling the challenges posed by peatzen
cultivation. The vibrant setting of Nairobi provided a unique backdrop for the event,
immersing participants in the rich cultural heritage of Kenya. The conference program was
meticulously curated, featuring cuttirgdge research presentations angscdussions that
deepened our understanding of maize pest management strategies. Engaging in meaningful
conversations with fellow attendees, sharing insights, and establishing new collaborations
further enhanced the experience, leaving an indelible impaciny professional journey.

Thank you once again for great organization and support of my travel.

Ahmed G. Hussain, PhD Candidate, Fall Armyworm Pro|eatboratory of Virology
Wageningen University and Research

Attending the 28th IWGO conference in Nairdbenya, was an amazing experience. The
scientific interactions, networking, and quality of research presented were truly captivating. |
would like to express my immense appreciation to the IOBC for partially funding my
participation through a travel awdr It provided me with the remarkable chance to share
some of the findings from my PhD project on the biological control of the fall armyworm; the
feedback and interaction were fantastic. The conference stood out for its diverse scientific
sessions on magzpests, especially the fall armyworm, promoting attentive and curious
interactions. Beyond the academic discussions, the social aspect was equally enjoyable, with
trips to the National Park and a delightful closing dinner at an exquisite venue. | antyeager
anticipating future conferences and the countless opportunities they will bring.

Emmanuel Peter, PhD Candidataternational Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology
Nairobi, Kenya

The 28th IWGO conference was nothing short of exciting. The diverge ddrtopics

covered in the sessions was truly impressive, showcasing the multidisciplinary nature of the
IOBC community. The conference offered a wealth of information and insights. The
atmosphere was conducive to forging new connections and fosteringhimefal

discussions. | was particularly impressed by the emphasis on practical applications and real
world solutions. The conference highlighted numerous case studies and success stories,
demonstrating the positive impact of IOBC's work in different negjidt was encouraging to
witness the tangible outcomes of research and implementation efforts, leading to more
sustainable and resilient agricultural systems. Also, the organizers deserve commendation
for their meticulous planning and seamless executibthe conference. Overall, my

experience at the conference was incredibly rewarding. The IOBC community's commitment
to promoting sustainable practices and biodiversity conservation is commendable, and | am
honoured to have been a part of this remarkabieest. | sincerely appreciate the IOBC

Global for the travel award to make this possible. I look forward to future conferences
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organized by IOBC and witnessing the continued growth and impact of this remarkable
community.

Emily BickAssistant ProfessorUniversity of WisconsifMadison, WI, U3\

As a new assistant professor at the University of WiscaMisidison, | was excited delighted

to receive the travel award from the International Organization for Biological Control (IOBC)
to attend the InternationdWorking Group on Ostrinia and other Maise Pests (IWGO) in
Nairobi, Kenya. This award enabled my attendance and presentation at IWGO. The
opportunity enabled me to connect with other professionals in the field of maize pest
management, biological contrahd learn about the latest advances and techniques.

Through networking and collaboration, | hope to establish myself as an emerging leader in
the field of digital entomology and gained insights that can be applied to my work at the
university. Additionallythe chance to experience a new culture and explore a Nairobi is an
incredible personal and professional opportunity that | would have been thrilled to pursue.
Overall, receiving this travel award from IOBC to attend the IWGO meeting in Nairobi, Kenya
wasan excellent opportunity for me to establish myself in the field and broaden my personal
and professional horizons.

Sri Ita Tarigan, PhD Candidatdungarian University of Agriculture and life Sciences
G6doll6, Hungary

It was a grateful momenmparticipating in the IOBGNVGO conference in Nairobi, Kenya. The
conference provided me a lot of novel information on biocontrol of fall armyworm which is
one of important pest of maize in the world. The most important topic for me was the
session about A of fall armyworm as this is very close to my research topic of my PHD
thesis. My acknowledgment goes to the IGBGS0 committee for being selected for the
IOBC Travel Award 2023.

Names from left to right:

Helena Viric Gasparic, Sri Ita Tarigan,
Emmanel Peter, Emily Bick, Ahmed
G. Hussain

Photo: KCS Convention service,
Switzerland
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BioControlthe Official Journal of IOBC

A message from the Editan-Chief

The new Impact Factor (IF) for BioControl for 2022 has
been released recently. We gd1t5. This is definitely a good
score.Our journal remains in the 1st quarter of the
category of Entomology.

As far as the key performance indicators are
concerned, we are glad to report that our journal has been
doing well over the last few years: we ha@i2submissions
in 2022, and these submissions were pesviewed with
good turnaround times: on average 21 days from
submission to first decision and 180 days from submission
to acceptance. The rejection rate was 73%lttext downloads have been stable 2022
(approx. 166,000).

Please also note that we currently have several Special Issues under preparation,
which will most likely boost further the IF in the coming years.

We would like to draw your attention to our journal BioControl, which plays a glivot
role in disseminating cuttingdge research in the field of biological control. BioControl, as
the official journal of the IOBC, aims to publish keglality scientific articles encompassing
diverse aspects of biological control. The journal servespdatimrm for researchers,
practitioners, and policymakers to share their findings, insights, and innovations, thus
fostering the growth and advancement of biological control methods worldwide.

As part of our ongoing efforts to promote excellence in reskawe invite all
members and potential authors to contribute to BioControl by submitting review article
proposals and special issue proposals. Review articles provide comprehensive overviews and
critical analyses of specific topics within the realm otdmccal control, whereas special
issues focus on emerging areas or themes that are of significant importance to our field. By
sharing your expertise and knowledge, you can contribute to the enrichment of the scientific
community and help shape the futurd biological control.

We would also like to remind you about the opportunity to publish your papers by
making use of the Transformative Agreements currently in place with numerous countries
worldwide. You can find the complete list of these agreements here
https://www.springernature.com/gp/operresearch/institutionalagreements.

Transformative Agreements allow participating institutions to combine journal subscription
access with Open Access publication costs. These agreements not only help institutions
manage the cost and administration of Open Access but also provide authors with a
convenient way to fulfill the Open Access requirements of their funders.

If your institution has a Transformative Agreement, you have the option to publish
your article Open Amess, with the associated fees covered in BioControl (and actually all
Springer Nature journals that are included in the agreements). Several studies have shown
Open Access articles see higher rates of usage, citations, and social media discussion when
measured against comparable subscription articles. See here:
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https://www.springernature.com/gp/operresearch/about/whitepapers, for Springer
Nature White papers on how Open Access is developing globally and the benefits of
publishing your research Open Access

We encourage all IOBC members to consider the benefits of Open Access publishing
and actively participate in shaping the future of BioControl. By submitting review articles and
proposing special issues, you can contribute to advancing our understarfdingjayical
control and its applications, while also establishing your expertise within the field.

Please direct your review article proposals and special issue proposals to theikdtoef

of BioControl, Dr. Eric Wajnberg at eric.wajnberg@inra&ltie Editosin-Chief and the

entire editorial team eagerly await your contributions and look forward to working with you
to continue pushing the boundaries of biological control research.

Thank you for your continued support and dedicatiorittr . / Q al Bi@CardedNJ/ |-
Best regards,

Eric Wajnberg Valeriana Ramondo
Editorin-Chief of BioControl Publisher, Life Sciences Journgfsringer

Call for Biocontrol Training Initiatives

Keen to orgarse a practical training coursi biological control? IOBGlobal

may provide financial support

IOBGGIlobal may financially support participation of young career biological control scien-
tists (< 35 years) who are paying member of one of the Regional Sections of IOBC, so they
can take jurt in a training course. Applications for training courses with participation by
young career biocontrol workers should be send to secretgyeral@iobeylobal.org who

will inform you about guidelines and conditions for funding.

An exampleof a recent training coursis presented inGlobal Newsletter 11and concerns a
biocontrol course given in Ecuador in November 202du may find the Ecuadorian course
report in English and Spanishtdtps://repositorio.iniap.gob.ec/handle/41000/5818 he
reports include testimonials of the trainees. Most of the presentations of the course can be
foiund at the CCRP McKnight's web phtips://www.andescdp.org/grupe
tem%C3%Alticenanejoecol%C3%B3giate-plagasy-enfermedades

New books and papes related to biological control

| received one item for this section. Please send me information about new books or
important opinion / review papersécretarygeneral@iobaylobal.org
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Free download ahttps://www.cell.com/trends/ecologyevolution/fulltext/S0169
5347(23)0008%

Highlights:
1 Across mangprganisms, there is clear evidence that
there are traits associated with successful establishment
after being moved to new regions by human activities.
1 Among predatory and parasitoid insects that have
been, for decades, intentionally imported to combateant
pests, there is little clear evidence that any particular traits
influence their success as biological control agents.
1 We argue this is not due to traits having no influence on
success but more likely to the insufficiency of existing data
and consequenconstraints on analyses used.
1 We provide a roadmap towards improved predictions
of how traits, and combinations of traits, affect natural en-
emy suitability as biological control agents.

1 More accurate forecasting of outcomes of biological control intraduns would aid

importation decisions based on potential risks and benefits of such interventions.

Eric Wajnberg
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