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IOBC-APRS 

Newsletter No. 4 

June 2016 

Message from the President 

It is again a great pleasure to 

write to say hello to everyone in 

this our fourth regional news-

letter.  I hope everyone has had 

a productive and stimulating 

first half of the year with many 

good things happening. 

We continue to rebuild IOBC-

APRS.  Over the year we wel-

comed several new members 

including people from Japan, 

Thailand and Vietnam and now have 88 members in 10 countries throughout our region.  The new 

arrangements for payment devised by Ronny appear to have worked well except for Pakistan. I do 

want to emphasise that IOBC-APRS is very much still in a rebuilding phase.  Our numbers are still 

quite small though growing and if members can keep patience with us during this phase I am sure 

there will be much greater benefits for all in the years to come. 

Our first regional Working Group - Predatory Mites as Biological Control Agents - formed under the 

co-ordination of Professor Xuenong Xu and Dr Yulin Gao- held its first full scale meetings in May this 

year.  The meeting was an outstanding success with good international participation including our 

Global President and regional Secretary-General, Dr Barbara Barratt.  Many thanks to all the organis-

ers of this and onward to the next meeting to be held in India. See page 4-5 for more details. 

We have recently launched a Facebook page (see page 3) to improve our communication amongst 

the membership.  Not everyone is enthused about taking a Facebook membership because of privacy 

issues and perhaps other platforms such as LinkedIn might be better for a professional society.  We 

are certainly not wedded irrevocably to Facebook but at least it is a start.  The  important thing is to 

encourage members to join it and to post items of interest to them and other members.  It would be 

great if we can provoke some discussion on various issues.  Many thanks to Leigh for his indispensa-

ble help with this. 
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Please keep in mind that we are co-hosting a symposium at this year’s joint AGM (Australian Ento-

mological Society and the Entomological Society of New Zealand) in Melbourne this November.  We 

did this in 2014 in Canberra and presented a great symposium.  More importantly it was a very 

good member get-together.  So thinking caps on all who might be able to attend! 

You no doubt know that Ronny is standing for Global Secretary-General when the new global com-

mittee is elected during ICE this year.  Ronny has been a terrific treasurer for APRS under most try-

ing circumstance.  Our committee and I would like to wish her well in this election.  Now is also a 

good time to thank Barbara in her capacity as  Global President for all the effort she has made for 

APRS over her term.  She steps  down from this role at ICE but fortunately remains on the Global 

Executive as Past President, and our APRS Secretary-General. 

We would always like to hear from members if they become aware of larger issues affecting biocon-

trol where IOBC APRS might play a role.   

I would again like to thank our hard working committee and particularly Barbara and Ronny who 

have done so much to keep us functional. 

 

With very best wishes, 

Bill Palmer 

­  

26 Sep  9.15– 11.45am IOBC Symposium: Zoophytophagous arthropods in           

biological control 

26 Sep  1.30-4.30pm IOBC Symposium: Status and prospects for  biological    

control in the 21st century 

26 Sep     6-8pm IOBC Global General Assembly—all members welcome 

27 Sep   9.15—11.45am IOBC Symposium:  Opportunities and challenges for        

biological control of disease vectors 

27 Sep  9.15-am 

12.30pm 

IOBC Symposium:  Biological control under climate change 

27 Sep   8-9.30pm Social mixer  co-hosted by NRS and IOBC Global—all mem-

bers welcome 

IOBC Activities at ICE Orlando 2016 

Please check the final conference schedule for any changes 
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Treasurer’s Corner 

Following a successful mite Working Group meeting in China, it is pleasing 
to see our membership from this part of the world growing in strength. 

We now have 88 registered members (although a few are yet to pay their 
2016 membership fees…), from the following countries, in alphabetic order: 
Australia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Oman, Paki-
stan, and Vietnam. 

We are pleased to maintain membership fees low on a global scale. The vast 
majority of the fees we collect go towards hosting and maintaining our web-
site. We have not yet been able to accumulate funds to support scholarships, 
grants or awards of any kind. To reach this stage we would need to see our membership grow sub-
stantially, or our fees go up. I would much rather see our numbers go up and fees remain afforda-
ble, yet go further. If you have colleagues who have not yet joined and could be  interested, please 
introduce them to IOBC-APRS! 

Ronny Groenteman 

 

Check out our new Facebook page... 
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APRS Working Group News 

Predatory Mites as Biological Control Agents  

15-19 May 2016   Beijing 

The 1st international workshop of IOBC-APRS (International Organisation of Biological Control, 
Asia and Pacific Regional Section) Predatory Mites as Biological Control Agents working group was 
successfully held in Beijing on 15-19 May 2016. This workshop was co-sponsored by IOBC, Insti-
tute of Plant Protection-Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (IPP-CAAS), State Key Laborato-
ry for Biology of Plant Diseases and Insect Pests, Chinese Society of Plant Protection, and Beijing 
Leafy Vegetables Innovation Team of Modern Agro-Industry Technology Research System.  

The IOBC-APRS Predatory Mites as Biological Control Agents working group was recently estab-
lished in November 2014. The convenor of this working group is Dr. Xuenong Xu, Professor of IPP-
CAAS. 

The workshop was hosted by Dr. Xuenong Xu (left) , and 
Dr. Yulin Gao (Vice President of IOBC-APRS) (right). 
More than 50 scientists and students from New Zealand, 
Japan, Turkey, Israel, India, Belgium, Poland, Canada, and 
China participated in this workshop. Other scientists 
from Vietnam, UK, Korea, and India contributed to the 
workshop through sending video presentation, poster, 
and abstracts.  

The theme of the 1st workshop was “Resources to Indus-
try: bridging the gap”, implying the interest and endeav-

or of the working group members in screening predatory mite resources and developing an indus-
try with more commercial products against more target pests. The workshop especially focused on 
how to evaluate and utilize rich predatory mite resources in the Asia-Pacific region.  

A total of 32 abstracts were received for this workshop. During the three-day workshop, scientists 
and students exchanged ideas on the current situation and recent advances of predatory mite re-
search. Dr. Barbara Barratt presented some general information about IOBC Global and the Asia 
Pacific Regional Section, and encouraged more scientists and students to join IOBC. Dr. Dewen Qiu 
(Vice Direct, IPP-CAAS) provided a brief introduction to IPP-CAAS and showed strong intention for 
more international communications and cooperation in the future. Dr. Xuenong Xu provided a 



 5 

thorough review of predatory mite re-
search and applications in China in past 50 
years, with emphasis on the rapid develop-
ment of this field in last ten years.  

Other presentations focused on topics in-
cluding predatory mite resource surveys 
and evaluation, morphological and ultra-
structure, host plant-prey-predatory mite 
interactions, tritrophic interactions be-
tween prey, predatory mites and -
entomopathogenic fungus, hunting behav-
ior, field evaluation and applications, mass 
production and other aspects. These very 

impressive presentations prompted  considerable exchange of ideas and discussions.  

Four young scientists were presented with awards for excellence in a young scientist presentation 
competition. They were, from left to right below: Dr. Yaying Li (Southwest University, China), Dr. 
Magdalena Felska (Wrocław University of Environmental and Life Sciences), Ms. Nathalie Brenard 
(University of Antwerp, Belgium), and Dr. Jiale Lv (IPP-CAAS, China).  

 
 
Participants were also treated to 
an excursion to the Noah Organic 
Farm, Pinggu District, Beijing to 
see examples of commercial  ap-
plication of predatory mites and 
other natural enemies in green-
house vegetables.  
 
 
At the end of the workshop, mem-
bers of the working group 
reached the decision to hold the 
workshop once every two years. 
India won the ballot for hosting 
the 2nd workshop in 2018.  
Watch this space! 
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ISBCA 2017 Langkawi, Malaysia 

http://www.isbca-2017.org/   
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http://www.aesconferences.com.au/ 

IOBC-APRS will be co-convening a symposium at this confer-

ence (see Symposium 6 below). So please visit the website for 

more information, and think about presenting a paper or post-

er. The venue for the conference is the Rydges on Swanston. 

The time-line is shown below.  

http://www.aesconferences.com.au/
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Other news 

Congratulations to Gonzalo Avila who has recently successfully 

defended his PhD on “Retrospective and behavioural studies to 

improve host specificity testing of parasitoids introduced as bio-

logical control agents”.  He was 

working with the parasitoid 

Cotesia urabae introduced to 

control the gum-leaf skeletonis-

er, Uraba lugens at the University 

of Auckland. Gonzalo has now been appointed as a 

scientist with Plant and Food Research in Auckland, 

Australia back in business in weed biocontrol 

Some very good news for Biocontrol in Australia was announced 
14 April 2016. Australia now has nearly $20M of projects work-
ing together across agencies on weed biological control. Targeted 
weed species are: giant rat’s tail grass, prickly acacia, mother-of-
millions, fleabane, sowthistle, silverleaf nightshade, African box-
thorn, ox-eye daisy, cabomba, and sagittaria. This signals a renaissance of the field 
in Australia! Keep watching our ‘Job Opportunities’ on the APRS website. We have 
listed some new positions already, and there may be more to come.  
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Some recent publication by APRS members 
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Some recent publication by APRS members 

DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0124773 


